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Using Big Red Dollars:
Minimum 
amount of Big 
Red Dollars 
that can be purchased with a 
credit or debit card
Different ways to use 
dollars on campus 
including vending 
machines, the billings office 
and N-Style salon.
cent discount 
for using Big Red 
Dollars at Fresh 
Food Company
Weeks after school 
starts you can charge 
Big Red Dollars to your 
account
Number of off-campus 
places where Big Red 
Dollars can be used
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The big race  
Former faculty member 
runs for governor  page 3A
This is the story 
of two strangers...
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Coverage of the decisions made 
at Friday’s Board of Regents 
meeting.
Four students vie for board 
position in TopNet election
By Je s s i c a Va nWi n k l e
Herald reporter
Tomorrow, students won’t have an opinion at 
Western.
The Board of Regents will meet Friday without 
a student regent, leaving students without repre-
sentation at the meeting.
The Student Government 
Association will hold a spe-
cial election Monday and 
Tuesday on TopNet to elect 
the new student regent. 
The SGA constitution 
states that when the presi-
dent resigns or is impeached, 
the executive vice president 
assumes all responsibilities of 
the president, except student regent. 
Student regent candidates are Elizabethtown 
sophomore Kendrick Bryan, Marion junior Jeanne 
Johnson, Owensboro graduate student Tim Gilbert 
and New York sophomore Theodore Harden.
Johnson, who is SGA president, said her position 
Plan for Dollars still stalled
By kr i s t i n a ya g e r
Herald reporter
Students might be swiping 
their Big Red Cards at their 
favorite restaurants and 
businesses.
But not yet.
The anticipated use of Big 
Red Dollars at off-campus 
businesses this spring has been 
postponed.
The technology for the card 
readers isn’t developed yet, 
Auxiliary Services Director 
Gary Meszaros said.
The new projected date 
for the software completion 
is May 2007, so the program 
implementation has been pushed 
back to fall 2007, he said.
The auxiliary services at 
Western is contracting with the 
New York-based company, The 
CBORD Group Inc., to supply 
the software used to scan ID 
cards off-campus, according to 
the company’s Web site.
CBORD is the world’s 
largest supplier of food service 
software, according to the site. 
The ID Center will issue 
an additional number to all 
ID cards when the program is 
established, ID Center Manager 
Sherry Blanton said.
The number will allow 
students to use their cards at 
local businesses like a debit 
card, she said.
The ID Center will reprint 
and reissue the ID cards with the 
number when the program begins 
in fall 2007, Blanton said.
Blanton said  she’s not sure 
of the ID replacement cost 
because the proposal hasn’t 
been finished.
The new software will charge 
businesses involved a fee for 
access to Western’s account. 
S e e  D o l l a r S ,  p a g e  7
By su s i e la u n
Herald reporter
Paths up the Hill are blocked 
as construction continues on 
Schneider Hall.
Students are finding alterna-
tive ways to get to their classes 
as they travel past the building, 
but construction shouldn’t slow 
students down for long.
The sidewalk should be 
repaved by the first full week 
in February, said Doug Ault, 
director of planning, design and 
construction.
The building’s infrastructure 
is being replaced, said John 
Osborne, associate vice presi-
dent of campus services and 
facilities.
The trench around the build-
ing was created to replace the 
electrical and the steam distri-
bution, Ault said.
Osborne said the trenching 
will fix these problems in the 
future.
The electrical distribution is 
a part of a renovation started in 
1998 to redistribute electricity 
across campus, Ault said
About one-third of campus is 
complete, he said.
Students are being affected 
by the construction surrounding 
Schneider.
“Sometimes, the machinery 
is in the way,” said Maegan 
Webb, a sophomore from 
Hendersonville, Tenn.
Webb said she’s also dis-
turbed by construction early in 
the morning, when she’s trying 
to sleep or study.
“I’m ready for them to get 
finished,” she said.
Lexington junior Beth Berger 
said she lives off campus and 
hasn’t been affected by the con-
struction.
Berger said she goes straight 
to Cherry Hall and is rarely near 
Schneider.
Because the building is 
so old, many things have to 
be replaced before Kentucky 
Academy of Math and Science 
students move in for the fall 
2007 semester.
The academy will allow 
gifted Kentucky high school 
juniors and seniors to earn col-
lege credits while completing 
high school.
Ault said the roof was 
replaced, an addition was built 
Renovation prepares 
dorm for academy
S e e  T r e n c h ,  p a g e  7
Data delays 
Carter suit
By ch r i s t i n a al l e n
Herald reporter
Police are awaiting a final deciphering of 
black-box data from an accident that killed a 
Western student on April 2, 2006.
Allison “Ali” Marie Carter, a sophomore from 
Evansville, Ind., died after an automobile collision 
with Bowling Green Police Officer David Hall.
Carter’s parents filed a complaint with the city 
police in Warren County Circuit Court.
The suit is pending, and the legal process can’t 
proceed without a final deciphering of the evi-
dence, said Todd Holder, Kentucky State Police 
public affairs officer.
Black boxes on vehicles save data every five 
seconds, Holder said.
Proceedings await analysis













to 11:59 p.m. 
Tuesday.
S e e  e l e c T i o n ,  p a g e  7
Big Red Dollars go 
off campus next fall
Renovations planned for the 
completion of the building
Schneider Hall will be used this fall 
to house students for the Kentucky 
Academy of Math and Science.
The academy is a program designed 
to allow gifted high school juniors and 
seniors to take college classes to finish 
high school and get ahead with college 
credits.
The following is a list of some of the 
renovations done on the building:
u Additional bedroom space added
u New roof added
u New elevator added
u New dividing walls added
The following is in progress:
u Building bathrooms
u Installing air conditioning and 
heating
u Replacing electrical and steam 
distribution
The following will begin later:
u Painting
u Carpeting
Source: Doug Ault, director of plan-
ning, design and construction.
Kellie Manier/Herald
Radcliff freshman Kenyata Adams works at the Domino’s Pizza located at 2201 
Stonehenge Ave., Apt. A, the location that makes deliveries to campus. Domino’s is the only 
place that accepts Big Red and Dining Dollars off-campus. Bowling Green freshman Chris 
Costa has delivered pizzas for the company for five months. He said it’s nice to work there 
because tips are good when students are typically spending their parents’ money, rather 
than their own.  
Sarah Dudik/Herald
Workers from Ernie Davis & Sons Mechanical Inc. prepare to exit a trench dug to place steam lines for Florence Schneider Hall.  The 
infrastructure of the building is being updated to house the Kentucky Academy of Math and Science and will be completed in the fall.


















1. Irish Folklore (Folk Studies)
2. Studies in Scottish Children’s Literature (Library Media Education)
3. Twentieth-Century Scottish Fiction (Literature)
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Application Deadline: February 28, 2007
Classes taught by WKU Faculty:
Other subject areas:
For more information, please contact us!
Office of International Programs, Study Abroad Office
International Center, 1536 State St, 2nd Floor




u One Campus-One Community-
One Book kick off, 2 p.m., today, 
Helm-Cravens Library
u KY Partnership Annual Banquet, 6 
p.m., Saturday, Ag Expo Center
u Southern Kentucky Ranch Horse 
Show, 8 a.m., Saturday, Ag Expo
u Concert: The French Connection, 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, fine arts center 
recital hall
u John Deere Days, 6 p.m., Sunday, 
Ag Expo Center
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 
1 through 9 with no repeats.




uLauren Britt, Bates-Runner Hall, 
reported a theft on the seventh level 
of parking structure 1 on Jan. 23 
when she discovered her parking 
permit was missing from her 1996 
Geo Tracker. The value of the theft 
was $85.
uDevin Thornton, Pearce-Ford 
Tower, reported a burglary in the 
second degree on Jan. 23 when 
he discovered his laptop computer 
missing from his dorm room. The 
value of the theft was $500.
uRonnie Poynter, Glasgow, 
reported a theft on Jan. 23 when 
his parking permit was missing 
from his red 1999 Ford Ranger. 
The value of the theft was $85.
uDebbie Lamastus, Helm-
Cravens Library Information and 
Processing Center, reported crimi-
nal mischief in the third degree 
on Jan. 23 on College Heights 
Boulevard when she discovered a 
broken window in her office. The 
value of the damage was $50.
Arrests
uNoel D. Castillo, Church Street, 
was arrested on charges of alco-
hol intoxication in a public place 
on Jan. 24 on 13th Avenue and 
Center Street. He was released 
from Warren County Regional Jail 
on Jan. 24 on time served.
uTony D. Donigan, Louisville, 
was arrested on charges of alco-
hol intoxication in a public place 
on Jan. 24 in the McCormack 
Hall lobby. He was released from 
Warren County jail on Jan. 24 on 
time served. 
uWilliam H. Cotto, Park Street, 
was arrested on charges of alcohol 
intoxication in a public place on 
13th and Center streets on Jan. 
24. He was released from Warren 
County Jail on Jan. 24 on a court 
order.
Crime reportst
B e y o n d  t h e  H i l lthousand wordsa
Having finished his first semester at Western, Jeff Clagg, a freshman from Vienna, Va., drove his heavily loaded Honda CRV through the gently winding roads of Kentucky and West 
Virginia, back home to the “high-strung” lifestyle of Washington, D.C.
The car had seen a lot of miles and a lot of new ground this 
semester, from football games at Eastern Kentucky University, to 
fall break with friends in Tennessee.
As its wheels turned through the mountains, strip-mined and 
disfigured, the CRV passed a hill separated from the highway by 
barbed wire fences and a flowing creek.
The hill resembled Mount Calvary and the three crosses present 
at Christ’s crucifixion.
“It reminds me of the Bible Belt; the farms, the country, the 
religion,” Clagg said. Kentucky has many differences from Clagg’s 
home up north. “The people are friendlier and more willing to 
help,” Clagg said. “When I’m here, I feel free.”
Evan Sisley is a freshman from Alexandria, Va. 
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$10.99
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Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. “Your Diamond Source” www.morrisjewelrybg.com
WKU DAY AT MORRIS JEWELRY!
SATURDAY
ONE DAY ONLY
WKU ID25 students with a
will receive a 
ChAmiliA SilveR
ChARm  BRACeleTFREE
Morris Jewelry is giving away 25 
Chamilia silver charm bracelets to 
the first 25 WKU students who 
visit on Saturday January, 27.
Present your WKU identification 
card at the door. 
(Charms not included.)
DiAmonD BASiCS 100
Enjoy a five-minute informa-
tional seminar to learn more 
about the 4 C’s (color, cut, carat 
and clarity.) 
JeWelRY DeSiGn
Create your own ring in minutes 
with our advanced technology.
Downtown on the Square
408 East Main St
866-638-2651
Customize your 
bracelet with our 
huge selection of 
charms!
Bowling Green
House speaker running for governor
By Al e x Fo n t A n A
Herald reporter
A Bowling Green state rep-










said he’ll run for 
the state’s top 
executive spot. 
His running mate 
is John Y. Brown 
III, the son of former 
Gov. John Y. Brown Jr. 
Richards said education will 
be a priority for him if he becomes 
governor. Richards has a long 
history with Western as a former 









said that if elect-
ed he’d continue 
working with 
Western to get 
more projects 
and funding to 
enhance the uni-
versity.
Richards said he’d work 
with President Gary Ransdell to 
enhance campus improvements 
and continue fund-
ing for the Kentucky 
Academy of Math and 
Science, a program in 
development for gifted 
high-school students.
Ransdell declined 
to comment about the 
governor’s race.
Richards has 
served in the state 
House of Representatives since 
1976, and he’s been speaker 
since 1995, the longest-run-
ning career as House speak-
er in Kentucky history. He 
also owns Superior Books in 
Bowling Green.
Richards’ older brother also 
has ties to Western.
Jim Richards worked for 
Western for 27 years, serving 
as head men’s basket-
ball coach, director of 
alumni affairs and ath-
letic director, among 
other positions. He is 
now retired.
The speaker’s 
brother said Jody 
Richards is loyal to the 
Western and Bowling 
Green community, 
knowledgeable about state gov-
ernment — and a good guy.
“He better be a real good guy 
because I whipped his head every 
morning when we woke up try-
ing to make him a better person,” 
Jim said.
Brown said his running 
mate is qualified to be gover-
nor and is “the only candidate 
who has the capacity to be a 
truly great governor.”
Brown served as Kentucky’s 
secretary of state from 1996 until 
2004.
Western graduate and former 
Lt. Gov. Steve Henry has also 
filed for the office. Henry is a 
member of Western’s Hall of 
Distinguished Alumni.
Other Democratic candidates 
include former Lt. Gov. Steve 
Beshear, state Treasurer Jonathan 
Miller, Harlan demolition contrac-
tor Otis Hensley and Lexington 
lawyer Gatewood Galbraith.
Republican candidates include 
Gov. Ernie Fletcher, former U.S. 
Rep. Anne Northup and Paducah 
businessman Billy Harper.
Reach Alex Fontana 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Jody Richards












Lecturer to speak on 
student motivation
Robert Brooks will speak on 
Western’s campus at 7 p.m. Feb. 
27 in Van Meter Hall.
Brooks is the author of “The 
Self-Esteem Teacher,” and has 
served as a consultant to Sesame 
Street Parents magazine. 
He received a gubernato-
rial award for his work with the 
Governor’s Alliance Against 
Drugs.
His lecture is entitled, “The 
Power of Mindsets: Nurturing 
Motivation and Resilience in 
Students.”
He’ll address topics such as 
resilience in children and ado-
lescents, dealing effectively with 
stress and balancing demands of 
home and workplace.
The lecture is free.
— Christina Allen
Lately, it seems like you can’t turn on 
your television without seeing some new 
reality show. You can’t turn to MTV with-
out having to endure another rerun mara-
thon of “Next” or “The Real World.” VH1 
is constantly bombarding its viewers with 
rerun episodes of its newest reality shows, 
“I Love New York” and “Ego Trip’s: The 
White Rapper Show.”
Though entertaining, have we thought of 
the consequences these shows may have?
Most reality TV shows are an embarass-
ment to our society. They not only embarass 
the people involved in creating the show, 
but also those who watch it.
Reality TV has gotten out of hand. 
People are degrading themselves for a few 
dollars and a couple of minutes of fame. Do 
you honestly think the contestants on “Fear 
Factor” really want to eat goat testicles or 
lie in a pile of snakes and spiders?
Unless they’re completely insane, I’m 
guessing the answer is no. TV viewers have 
become so desensitized by the ridiculous-
ness of reality TV, that nowadays people 
feel they have to be extremely outrageous 
to get viewers’ attention.
No one remembers the quiet girls on 
“The Real World” who didn’t drink and 
party every night. We remember the drunk-
en party girls who make out with every-
body.
People are embarrassing themselves and 
their families in hopes of gaining fame and 
fortune. Yet, in the end, all they do is wind 
up on a VH1 show recalling their most em-
barrassing moments.
Reality TV is also hurting society. Shows 
often create false perceptions of what other 
racial groups may be like. On “The Real 
World,” there always seems to be the angry 
black man, the weak and insecure white 
woman or the horny white “fraternity boy” 
who only cares about “hooking up.”
Flavor Flav created a modern-day min-
strel show with his two seasons of “Flavor 
of Love.” Eating fried chicken all the time 
or pouring alcohol on the floor to remember 
someone are not things that all black people 
do, but the show created a perception that 
that’s what all blacks are like.
People without much experience with 
other cultures see things like this and believe 
a whole group is like that.
Even more so, reality TV shows encour-
age sexism in our society. Women fighting 
for men on “Next” or “ElimiDate” por-
tray themselves as weak and dependent on 
males. They have to over-sexualize them-
selves to gain the guys’ attention and win. 
This is not a positive thing for young boys 
and girls to watch, no less grow up thinking 
of for gender roles.
Why can’t New York be happy being 
single? She got rejected by Flavor Flav 
twice. Is it necessary that she get her own 
show so she can finally get a man? Being 
on three reality TV shows looking for love 
portrays her as being weak and dependent, 
like she has to have a man to make her 
feel like her life has been fulfilled. Women 
should not have to feel as if they need a man 
to be happy.
Even though there are so many negative 
aspects of reality TV, people will continue 
to support it. People will go on the shows 
because it seems like an easy way to gain 
fame and fortune, and people will continue 
to watch them because it makes for fun 
entertainment. Most don’t think of the con-
sequences of reality TV, but in the long run, 
it just may be the downfall of our society. 
Stephanie Keene is a junior news/edito-
rial journalism major from Radcliff. She is 
a reporter at the Herald.
The opinions expressed in this com-
mentary do not reflect the opinions of the 
Herald or the university.























































Bowling Green, Ky.  42101
SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are a few guidelines:
 1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800 words.
 2. Originality counts.  There’s no grade at stake here.  Please don’t submit plagiarized work.
 3. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your name, phone number, home     
     town  and classification or title.  YOUR WORK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION   
     IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION.
 4. If you choose to e-mail your letter or commentary, please do not send it as an e-mail 
     attachment.  We use Macintosh computers.
 5. Letters may not run in every edition due to space constraints.
 6. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and clarity.  The   
     Herald DOES NOT PRINT LIBELOUS LETTERS OR COMMENTARIES.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect 
those of Western’s administration or of its employees.
EDITORIAL
Old must change with new on the Hill
The Issue: A report shows most newly hired staff serve new departments and facilities.
Our view: Failing to update longstanding institutions at Western could have a damaging effect on a growing university.
L ast semester, the Herald reported that enrollment at Western was growing at an unexpected rate. The university had bro-
ken three records: first-year student enrollment, 
black student enrollment and all-time enrollment. 
Western administrators want the number of stu-
dents to reach 20,000 in five years.
A September editorial emphasized that 
more students would need more services. 
Complementary growth was cited as a necessary 
measure so a large number of students would 
not be clamoring for the attention of one staff 
member.
This fear is fast becoming a reality. A prelimi-
nary report by Staff Regent Tamela Smith shows 
that the number of staff positions has increased, 
but the new hires mostly are in new departments. 
Older departments often are left with the same 
number of employees to service a growing stu-
dent body.
There is little doubt that recent expansions at 
Western are good for the campus and its com-
munity, but administrators cannot afford to focus 
on the latest developments at the expense of long-
standing departments.
The expected increase in students probably 
will include freshmen from distant parts of the 
country and different cultural backgrounds. These 
students will need more guidance and assistance 
than those from the surrounding areas from 
which Western is used to attracting students, like 
Kentucky and Tennessee.
Attempting to serve these students with the 
same resources would prove troublesome. Current 
staffers would be overburdened with demand and 
deadlines, damaging the quality of their work and 
frustrating students in need of help.
Students and faculty often take for granted 
staffers who have been serving Western for years 
on end. When these staffers eventually retire, 
which might happen sooner rather than later if 
they become bogged down with massive work-
loads, those hired to replace them will need to be 
quickly trained so things can continue running 
efficiently.
Similar problems can be found with campus 
technology. Elizabeth Paris, the staff representa-
tive on the budget council, told the Herald that 
staffers have been requesting a fund to replace 
older computers for about three years.
Sudden fortune often leads to short-term 
thinking with long-term consequences, and the 
problems described by Smith and Paris point to 
areas where Western administrators need to pump 
up planning.
Anyone with the slightest concern for students’ 
welfare knows that nothing should be added to 
campus without careful consideration given to 
how efficiently it will serve students and what 
manpower is needed to properly maintain it.
But concerns cannot stop there. Essential 
existing departments, such as human resources, 
will need to be updated through added staff and 
improved technology to accommodate expan-
sions.
New employees and technology will come at 
a cost, one that may result in more tuition hikes 
over the next several years. But administrators 
need to consider such costs alongside those for 
new buildings and departments. Doing so would 
prevent wasteful spending on projects that cannot 
be reinforced with manpower.
It’s easy to point to developing projects and 
say that the Western community is growing. It’s 
harder to balance those hopes with the reality of 
keeping that growth maintained. Western admin-
istrators should face that challenge if the best 
interests of students are to be realized.
This editorial represents the majority view of 
the Herald’s 10-member board of student edi-
tors.
Reality TV has real problems
      by Stephanie Keene
COMMENTARYHerald online poll results
What is your favorite thing
about returning to school?
To participate, go to www.wkuherald.com. You also can 
voice your opinion on the Herald message boards and 


























News Editor Amber Coulter: 
news@wkuherald.com
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“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press …”
— First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
The Creed
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These are the Herald’s views on the good, 





A round of applause for the University Senate 
lending a hand to retirees by passing a resolu-
tion stating that the state budget surplus should 
aid the Kentucky Teachers’ Retirement System.
Bravo to everyone who participated in winter term 
classes. The numbers went up this year, feedback 
was very positive and no one forgot their mittens.
Let’s hear it for higher hopes that the state 
budget may provide money to Western for last 
year’s vetoed projects. And to think, we were 
going to sell off the Centennial Mall statue.
A pox on the accident-prone Pearce-Ford 
Tower elevator for getting stuck. Again. The 
guy at the top of the shaft pulling the string 
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Administration
Ransdell fills Martin’s seat 
on Federal Reserve Bank board
Regents
Board to discuss tuition, new degrees
WKUHERALD
Just can’t get enough?
By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporter
President Gary Ransdell has 
pulled a bank job.
The Federal Reserve Bank of 
St. Louis named Ransdell to the 
board of its Louisville branch.
He’s taking the seat of 
Cornelius Martin, the former 
Board of Regents chairman who 
was killed in a highway acci-
dent June 3. 
“I’m very honored, and it’s 
a challenging opportunity,” 
Ransdell said. “To fill Cornelius’ 
position just has great personal 
meaning to me.”
Ransdell will finish the last 
year of Martin’s three-year term, 
said Maria Hampton, vice presi-
dent and senior branch executive 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
St. Louis, Louisville branch. 
Ransdell will 
report to the 
board on the gen-
eral state of the 
economy in the 
area surround-
ing Western, she 
said. 
The board 
gives the St. 
Louis branch 
of the Federal 
Reserve Bank feedback on 
the economy in areas such as 
business decisions, community 
growth and economic develop-
ment. 
That information eventually 
becomes part of the Beige Book, 
a book the Federal Reserve 
System Board of Governors 
uses to decide whether the deci-
sions they make about infla-
tion levels and interest rates are 
working, Hampton said.
“Down here in the trenches, 
we’re not policy-makers like they 
are in Washington,” board mem-
ber Gordon Guess said. 
The Louisville branch of the 
bank serves southern Indiana and 
central and western Kentucky. 
John L. Huber, chairman of 
the Louisville branch board of 
directors, said Ransdell’s back-
ground in education will help in 
his new position.
“We like to have a diversity 
of backgrounds on the board,” 
he said.
Hampton said the board met 
Ransdell when Martin con-
vinced them to host a meeting 
in Bowling Green. 
“The board was very inter-
ested in maintaining a Bowling 
Green relationship, and was 
very impressed by the whole 
higher education industry in 
Kentucky,” Hampton said.
Guess said he had only met 
Ransdell once, but thought he 
would do a good job.
“He’s known by his reputa-
tion,” Guess said. 
Reach Katie Brandenburg 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Gary Ransdell Cornelius Martin
By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporter
No more drama. 
That’s what many members 
of the Board of Regents are 
expecting when they convene at 
9 a.m. tomorrow for their quar-
terly meeting.
Regents expect to take steps 
on a retirement debate that has 
been vexing Western employ-
ees and to vote on several issues 
that won’t get the Hill riled up.
The board will vote on sev-
eral new degree programs, 
including a Master of Arts in 
applied economics, a Bachelor 
of Science in geographic infor-
mation science and a Bachelor’s 
of Science in meteorology.
They’ll also approve tuition 
rates for the 2007-08 school year.
Faculty Regent Robert Dietle 
said there would be little con-
troversy over the rates.
“I think (the Council on Post-
Secondary Education) has made 
it very clear what the limits 
are,” Dietle said.
Regents will also hear 
reports on several high-profile 
issues, including a resolution to 
problems between the Kentucky 
Teachers’ Retirement System 
and the Optional Retirement 
Program.
“Basically, it’s going to be 
a long day,” Board Chairman 
Earl Fischer said. “There’s 
some very important things on 
there, but there’s not any big 
surprises.”
Regents will spend a lot of 
time hearing reports on issues 
such as bond ratings and 
Western’s media and market-
ing, Fischer 
said.







R a n s d e l l ’ s 






the ORP has been inconsistent, 
Smith said.
A portion of the money set 
aside for ORP participants goes 
to support KTRS, the Herald 
previously reported.
Dietle said he 
hopes the board 
will support the idea 
of putting surplus 
money from the 
state budget to sup-
plement ORP, but 
the issue ultimately 
has to be resolved 
through legislation.
Smith said the 
issue affects staff 
members who chose 
ORP.
“This is a reso-
lution that we have 
been looking for,” Smith said.
Reach Katie Brandenburg 
at news@wkuherald.com.
“Basically, it’s 
going to be a long 
day. There’s some 
very important 
things on there, 
but there’s not any 
big surprises.”
Robert Earl Fischer 
Board of Regents Chairman
Updates, multimedia and more.
.com
www.
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VoTe for Student Regents
Starting Monday 1/29 @ 12:00AM 











due today by 5:00PM
in DUC 130 (SGA main office)
Vote on TOPNET • for more information contact the SGA offi ce • 745-4354
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
new elevator added and the 
air conditioning and heating 
completely redone.
The total cost of the 
renovations is  $10.7 million, 
Ault said.
Most of the big ticket items 
are finished, he said.
Ault said renovations are on 
schedule and are to be completed 
by July 2007, despite a setback 
due to rain.
“I’m still confident that we’ll 
be able to finish on schedule,” 
he said.
The building will include a 
central common area that will 
house a study area and computer 
lab, he said.
There will also be 
administrative offices on the 
first floor of the dorm.
Academy participants will be 
separated by gender.
The rooms are suites, 
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Find out how thousands of people 
save lives & earn extra cash by 
donating plasma.  Plasma is used to 
manufacture unique medicines for 
people with serious illnesses.
“I don’t think people realize, for two hours 
a week, they can give someone a chance at 
life.  That’s priceless!”
www.dciplasma.com
Earn up to $170/ MonthShort on Cash?Donate Plasma!
It’s like having a part-time job without a boss
Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd.
793-0425




ad for $5 
extra on your 
2nd and 4th 
Donations
College Ad
5" x 10" 




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
“Some are simple, and 
will tell you, ‘This is how 
fast he was going.’ But some 
are more complicated, and 
give you nothing but raw 
data,” he said.
Officials are waiting for 
the temperature to change 
so they can get a drag factor 
reading on the street where 
the accident occurred.
The road temperature 
would have to be closer to 
what it was at the time of the 




can’t tell what the 
temperature was 
on the night of the 
accident.
The Carters’ 
attorney, H. Philip 
Grossman, said 
the investigation 
process has to be 
complete before 
the lawsuit can 
progress.
“The family has 
already filed a suit,” he said, 
“but it’s premature to decide 
what type of legal action 
they can take.”  Grossman 
said the family is anxious to 
receive the black 
box data.
“The family 
wishes it was 
done some 
time ago,” he 
said. “They’ve 
made that clear 
before.”
G r o s s m a n 
said it’s unusual 
for a police 
report to take 






C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
gives her an advantage because 
of her good relationships with 
administrators. 
She said she’d focus on uni-
versity bonding and campus 
construction.
Gilbert said he’d focus on 
graduate studies and university 
expansion.
“The university needs to 
grow,” he said. “I would make 
sure there’s a plan in place.”
He said he’d work to give 
out-of-state and international 
students a greater voice.
Harden would focus on 
the new Internet policies and 
parking.
Bryan said he plans to focus on 
the plus/minus grading scale and 
the Honors College if elected.
Earl Fischer, chair of the 
Board of Regents, said the board 
would like to have a student 
regent as soon as possible.
President Gary Ransdell said 
it’s unfortunate there won’t be a 
student vote, but it won’t cause 
a problem.
“Business marches on,” 
Ransdell said.
 
Herald reporter Christina Allen 




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
The fee amount hasn’t been 
determined.
The University of Kentucky 
is using software that CBORD 
has already created for its Plus 
Account program. The program 
is similar to what Western hopes 
to start.
The program allows students 
to dine off campus using their 
Plus Account dollars, said Chip 
Carter, UK dining and Plus 
Accounts office supervisor.
Carter said the program has 
had positive feedback from 
students and businesses.
In Bowling Green, Domino’s 
Pizza is the only off-campus 
business that accepts Big Red 
Dollars.
The company uses din-
ing services’ card readers, as 
opposed to CBORD’s program, 
Meszaros said.
The arrangement between 
Domino’s and Western’s din-
ing services has been beneficial, 
Domino’s Marketing Director 
Chad Day said.
“Right off the bat, there was 
significant sales growth which 
has continued throughout the 
past three years,” Day said.
No other businesses have 
signed on for the program 
because proposals can’t be 
formed until the technology is 
available, Meszaros said.
Meszaros said he hopes the 
community and Western can 
benefit from the expanded use 
of Big Red Dollars when the 
program is fully developed.
Louisville freshman Amber 
Yocum said the program would 
be a great addition to Western’s 
current meal plan.
“This program will encour-
age students to try different 
kinds of food, not just what 
is offered on campus,” Yocum 
said.
She said the program has the 







Western students and faculty 
members learned about urban 
planning, design and leadership 
issues in Western Europe dur-
ing the winter term.
Four faculty members and 
13 students studied abroad, 
focusing on security challeng-
es, transportation and tourist 
issues.
The instructors were 
Geography Instructor 
Debbie Kreitzer; Agriculture 
Department Head Jack Rudolph; 
David Keeling, geography and 
geology department head; and 
D.J. Urquhart, a Bowling Green 
Community College adjunct 
English instructor.
The students represented 
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Pan’s Labyrinth (R) 
1:00 PM, 4:00, 7:20, 9:50




 Arthur and 
The Invisibles (PG) 
1:00, 3:40, 6:20
Stomp the Yard (PG-13)
1:20, 1:50, 4:00, 4:50, 




1:40, 4:10, 7:30, 10:00
 The Departed (R)
2:10, 5:30, 8:50
Rocky Balboa (PG)
2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:50
 Pursuit of 
Happyness (PG-13)
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00
 Blood Diamond (R)
9:00
VOLVER (R)
12:50, 3:30, 7:00, 9:40
Epic movie (pg-13) 
1:10, 4:30, 7:20, 9:30
 We Are Marshall (PG) 
12:20, 3:10, 6:20, 9:10
Night At The Museum (PG) 
12:40,1:20, 3:20, 4:00, 
6:30, 7:10, 9:00,10:00
Smokin’ Aces (R) 
1:30, 4:10, 7:40, 10:10
 Charlotte’s Web (G) 
12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 9:10
The Hitcher (R) 
1:50 PM, 4:50, 7:50, 10:10
Alpha Dog (R) 
1:40, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00
Catch & Release (PG-13) 
1:00, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30
Dreamgirls (PG-13)
12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40
Freedom Writers (PG-13) 
12:20, 3:40, 7:10, 9:50
 Happliy N’ever After (PG) 







1801 US Highway 
31-W Bypass
796-8300
     locations in Bowling Green3
UltimaTan
Near Rally Burger on Russellville Road
796-2TAN
Welcome Back WKU Sale
Get Ready for SPRING BREAK
Monday, January 29 & Tuesday, January 30 only
$1
Register to Win FREE VISITS and
One Year FREE Tanning
When you purchase a
30 Tanning Visit Package
you receive
FREE Vacation Certificate
Free Hotel Room for 3 days/ 2 Nights
Choice of 21 different locations including:
Daytona, Orlando, Cancun, Myrtle Beach, Branson, Gatlinburg, Las Vegas, & More
Also Receive
35% off Retail on any one Bottle of Lotion in stock
The first 25 people to walk in the door and yell
“I want to Tan my bootie!”













By Ch r i s t i n a al l e n
Herald reporter
Some students say the addi-
tion of 24 security cameras to 
Western’s campus makes them 
feel safer, but there are some 
who still have concerns about 
privacy. 
Western has added securi-
ty cameras to various campus 
locations, including Cherry Hall 
and Guthrie Tower.
All the cameras record a 
visual feed that is stored in a 
central area network in Media 
and Technology Hall.
Capt. Mike Dowell, public 
information officer for campus 
police, said the cameras are a 
great addition. 
“Cameras on campus are a 
terrific tool that will help us 
develop a video patrol that will 
go along with our foot, car and 
bike patrol,” Dowell said. 
He said the cameras will pro-
vide parking lots with surveil-
lance, which could help deter 
robberies and intervene in other 
crimes.
Dowell said the cameras are 
all in public areas and are there-
fore not an invasion of students’ 
privacy. 
But Assistant History 
Professor Andrew McMichael 
said he’s concerned about how 
the cameras will affect students’ 
privacy.
McMichael said he trusts 
the campus police department, 
but there’s always potential for 
invasion of privacy regarding 
security cameras.  
But McMichael said the 
cameras are less likely to invade 
students’ privacy because their 
existence is public knowledge.
He thinks cameras can help 
make Western safer when used 
correctly.
Bowling Green junior Tasha 
Glass said the cameras help her 
feel safer on campus because 
she thinks the cameras will 
deter would-be criminals. 
“I like it,” Glass said. “It’s 
good, especially for us girls 
when we’re going back home 
at night,” she said. “Nobody 
wants to be mugged, or raped, or 
robbed or killed.”
Hopkinsville freshman Melissa 
Smith also said she’s relieved that 
the cameras are on campus. 
“I don’t want to get 
mugged,” she said. “But if I 
do get mugged, I want there to 
be some retribution involved. I 
mean, I’d hate for them to get 
away just because no one saw 
it happen.”
Reach Christina Allen 
at news@wkuherald.com.
By ni n a Bo s k e n
Herald reporter
Post-college debt might be 
relieved for some incoming 
freshmen next fall. 
Western’s student financial 
assistance might offer a new 
need-based scholarship pro-
gram for incoming freshmen. 
The program, 
“Top It Off,” will 
be presented to the 
Board of Regents 
Friday, said Bob 
Edwards, assis-
tant vice presi-
dent of University 
Relations.
To be eligible, 




ments and have a 
family contribution of $3,000 
or less, said Cindy Burnette, 
director of Student Financial 
Assistance.
President Gary Ransdell said 
he’d be glad to be able to help 
some students out with “Top It 
Off.”
“This is an important pro-
gram,” he said. “Students at this 
family income level need help.”
Currently, low-income stu-
dents pay for school through 
federal and state funding. 
“Top It Off” will be funded by 
Western.
Scholarships given by 
Western are currently merit-
based, Burnette said. This 
scholarship will be based on 
student needs.
This fall will begin the pilot 
year for this program, Burnette 
said.
“I think it’s a wonder-
ful opportunity,” she said. “It 
shows Western is ready to serve 
those in need.”
Dean Kahler, director of the 
admissions office, said he hopes 
the program will help recruit 
more students to 
Western.
“I would hope 
that this would 
provide access to 
our university for 





of Louisville will 
adopt a similar 
program, “Cardinal 
Covenant,” in the 
fall.
Mike Abboud, associate 
director of financial aid at U 
of L, said helping students get 
a higher degree is the first step, 
and sending the students on the 
path towards graduation is the 
focus.
“It’s opening more doors 
for people to get that higher 
degree,” he said.
U of L’s program will cover 
the costs of college for students 
in families living at or below 
150 percent of the poverty line. 
That includes 22.6 percent of 
Kentucky families.
Students who graduate with-
in five years do so debt free. 
Reach Nina Bosken 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Book event to begin 
today at the library
Western will kick off its 
fourth annual One Campus-One 
Community-One Book event 
today at 2 p.m.  
The featured book this year 
is “The Memory Keeper’s 
Daughter,” written by Kentucky 
author Kim Edwards.
The event will take place in 
Helm-Cravens Library, Room 
100.
There will be 150 free copies 
of the book handed out on a first 
come, first serve basis.
Jayne Pelaski, manager 
of community outreach for 
Western libraries, said the event 
is part of an effort to “culti-
vate reading and discussion by 
bringing the Western commu-
nity and the whole community 
together.”
The program is sponsored by 
Western libraries, the Bowling 
Green Public Library, and 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers.
— Jennifer Dooper










Garrett junior Ben Redmon is reflected in a security camera that is attached to the Helm-
Cravens Library. It is one of 24 new security cameras added to Western’s campus by 
campus police. “Anytime on campus that we improve student safety, that’s always a good 
thing,” he said. “Student safety should always be a priority to the administration.” 
1240 Center Street  .  270-782-0708  .  www.lemoxbookstore.com
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SGA gains new chief of staff
Academics
FN grade saves Western $60,000
By Je s s i c a Va nWi n k l e
Herald reporter
The new semester for 
the Student Government 
Association means a new pres-
ident and, now, a new chief 
of staff.
Emily Lovan, SGA’s former 
chief of staff, resigned.
Ashley Gore, a sophomore 
from Dayton, Ohio, will be 
the new chief of staff after 
approval from the senate.
Lovan said she resigned 
because her course load 
doesn’t work with the SGA 
schedule.
As an education major, 
Lovan teaches during the day, 
which conflicts with meetings 
she would need to attend, 
Lovan said.
Lovan said getting a degree 
and being a student is her first 
priority.
Lovan was the second most 
experienced person in SGA, 
SGA President Jeanne Johnson 
said.
“It’s sad to see such an 
experienced person go,” 
Johnson said.
Losing Lovan means losing 
experience, but SGA members 
said they aren’t worried.
Office Associate Kathleen 
Hennessey said the 
executive council 
is experienced, and 
this year’s proj-
ects have already 
begun.
“I feel that 
it’s going to be a 
good semester,” 
Hennessey said. 
“We’re all excited 
about the senate 
meeting.”
Gore will add to this 
experience because of her 
involvement in Panhellenic 
Council and Phi Mu sorority, 
Hennessey said.
Lovan said she’ll miss 
SGA, even though something 
had to give in her schedule.
Gore will be a good chief of 
staff, she said.
“I have 100 percent con-
fidence in Ashley Gore,” 
Johnson said. 
Gore will bring new ideas 
and will work 
closely with sena-
tors and communi-
cate well with the 
executive cabinet, 
Lovan said.
Gore said she 
really liked being 
involved as a sena-
tor and is excited 
about becoming 
chief of staff.
“It’s a great opportunity to 




By ni n a Bo s k e n
Herald reporter
For professors, the end of 
the semester sometimes means 
giving out a number of failing 
grades. 
Some of those grades go to 
students who tried their best but 
didn’t grasp the material. But 
other F’s go to students who 
didn’t participate or show up.
A distinction between those 
students saved Western thou-
sands of dollars last semester.
There were 1,349 FN grades, 
a grade designated failure, and 
3,925 regular failing grades last 
fall, Registrar Freida Eggleton 
said.
The new grade has saved 
Western $60,000 so far, said 
Cindy Burnette, director of stu-
dent financial assistance.
The new grade is meant 
to keep track of students who 
receive financial aid.
If they receive all FN grades, 
the university owes the state 





part is that we 
return the funds 
on behalf of the 
student,” she 
said. 
P r o f e s s o r s 
are required to 
give the grade 
to students who 
failed to par-
ticipate after 60 
percent of the 
course was completed (Oct. 
30), said an e-mail sent from 
Eggleton.
The FN counts the same as 
a regular F when calculating 
grade point average.
“The use of the FN is sig-
nificant for whoever reads 
the transcript in the future, 
because now there is a distinc-
tion between someone who 




they ceased to 








she likes how 
Western identi-
fies those who 
don’t participate.
“It’s one thing to make an F 
and try hard, and it’s another to 
make an F and not attend class 
or take tests or do any work,” 
she said.
Reach Nina Bosken 
at news@wkuherald.com.
“It’s one thing to 
make an F and 
try hard, and it’s 
another to make an 
F and not attend 
class or take tests 
or do any work.”
— Retta Poe
Associate dean
“It’s sad to 
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NOW OPEN
7 Days A Week - 11 a.m.  till 2 a.m.
1265 College Street    -     Bowling Green, KY 42101    -       Phone: 270-796-9494
• Open Daily For Lunch
• Nightly Drink Specials
• Live Entertainment
Watch Your Favorite Sporting Events
at the ONLY PLACE IN TOWN
with 8 HD TV’s
Scoreboard goes down 
at Smith Stadium
By Wi l l Pe r k i n s
Herald reporter
The most costly construction 
project in progress at Western 
sits on the edge of Avenue of 
Champions and looks like an 
excavation site.
The completion of the $38 
million Smith Stadium renova-
tion is projected for September 
2008, and the project has been 
progressing through four phases 
since September 2005.
With waterproofing, cement 
repair and utilities complete, the 
renovation is currently in Phase 
III, the west grandstand addi-
tion.
Construction on the west 
grandstand began on Dec. 
18 when Able Construction 
Company Inc. received the $22.3 
million bid. The old practice 
field, the site of the new grand-
stand, has already been cleared.
“It’s coming along pretty 
well, given the weather condi-
tions,” said Doug Ault, director 
of planning, design and con-
struction. “We’ve been working 
on the groundwork, and it’s been 
wet.”
Despite fighting the elements, 
construction is right on sched-
ule, said Craig Biggs, associate 
director of athletics.
Building the stands from the 
ground up, Able Construction 
is currently pouring the founda-
tion. 
Aside from the current fenced-
in muddy field, other parts of the 
stadium are also being altered.
The scoreboard is in the pro-
cess of being taken down. The 
stadium lights will follow in 
about a week to 10 days. A new 
scoreboard and lights will be in 
place before next fall.
Even though it will have 
begun a few months earlier, the 
completion of Phase III will 
coincide with the completion of 
Phase IV.
Bids for Phase IV, the east 
grandstand renovation, were 
originally scheduled to be decid-
ed this month, but have been 
postponed for another month 
due to engineering details.
While not fully up to cos-
metic standards, Smith Stadium 
will still be playable for the 2007 
football season.
The west grandstand will be 
under construction until 2008, 
but most of the work being done 
to the east side is interior with 
offices and other rooms.
“It’ll be a construction site, 
technically,” Athletics Director 
Wood Selig said. “But my hunch 
is all of the construction will be 
in areas that will minimally affect 
the spectators and the game.”
The construction of the west 
grandstand will be progressing 
at such a fast pace, patrons will 
be able to watch it evolve from 
week to week, Selig said.
The fences around the con-
struction that currently obstruct 
the field to the west will be 
pushed back before next fall.
“We’re doing pretty well and 
expect to finish on time,” Biggs 
said.
 
Reach Will Perkins 
at sports@wkuherald.com. 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  1 2 A
She leads the team in 
rebounding (nine per game), 
field goal percentage (62 per-
cent), free throw percentage (77 
percent) and field goals and free 
throws made and attempted.
Junior guard Charlotte 
Marshall said that Kelly’s blend 
of offense and defense helps 
the team in many facets of the 
game. 
“It helps tremendously to 
have a go-to player like her,” 
she said. “But to have an All-
American like her, her presence 
makes her so good. I love hav-
ing her on the team and as a 
teammate.”
This season, Kelly has had 
a knack for playing at a higher 
level in big games.
In the Lady Toppers’ four 
games against ranked opponents 
this season, Kelly has averaged 
17 points and nine rebounds. 
In a Dec. 27 game at No.19 
Middle Tennessee State, Kelly 
finished with 20 points and 16 
rebounds in a 76-62 loss.  
Kelly’s importance to the 
team was never more evident 
this season than in a Jan. 18 
contest at Arkansas-Little Rock. 
Kelly scored 33 of the the Lady 
Toppers’ 47 points, including 
the game-winning lay-up with 
12 seconds remaining, in a 47-
45 win. 
“That was a game where we 
weren’t shooting the ball well,” 
Kelly said. “I saw that I needed 
to step up and help my team win 
and get it done.”
Another aspect of Kelly’s 
game that has stayed consistent 
is her efficiency at the free-
throw line. Kelly averages 11 
free throw attempts per game. 
In the team’s five losses, she 
averages only seven attempts. 
“I really have (seen her 
mature),” Cowles said. “Not 
just in her game, but in her own-
ership of the team and being 
such a good leader.”
Before the season, Kelly was 
also named to the Naismith, 
Wade and Wooden Award 
watch lists. She remains a 
candidate for all three of the 
awards, which are given to the 
top player in women’s college 
basketball. The rest of the coun-
try is noticing as well.
 
Reach David Harten 
at sports@wkuherald.com. 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  1 2 A
The Lady Toppers look to 
equal or better the six individual 
wins they posted in their last 
meet.
The Toppers are 23-1 all-
time against Louisville, while 
the Lady Toppers are 2-1 and 
are looking to avenge last year’s 
loss to the Cardinals.  
“It’s an in-state rival and 
they’re very good,” Marchionda 
said. “It’s gonna be a fun week-
end.”
Kentucky swept the Cardinals 
in Lexington on Saturday on the 
Wildcats’ senior day.
The Toppers are ranked sev-
enth in this week’s collegeswim-
ming.com mid-major poll. The 
Lady Toppers are ranked 10th. 
The Cardinals are unranked in 
both nonmid-major polls on 
collegeswimming.com.
Freshman Sean Penhale broke 





said he doesn’t 
b e l i e v e 
Louisville will 
bring a distance 
swimmer, and 
he is looking 




“I’ll be going for the 500-
free pool record,” Panhale said.
Dating back to last season, 
the Toppers have a 16-dual-
meet winning streak. Simmons 
said he believes the Cardinals 
will be coming to Western look-
ing for revenge.
“It’s going to be a real big 
meet,” Simmons said. “It’s a 
good little rivalry between us.”
However, when Simmons 
gets out of the 
pool following 
his last event 
in the Powell 
N a t a t o r i u m , 
he’ll be walking 




ten a bunch 
of friends out 
of the team,” 
Simmons said. “I’ve been able 





Julia Meredith, a freshman from Racine, Wis., finishes her leg in the 200-medley relay as 
Kristin Hopkins, a senior captain from Richmond, dives into the pool. Both the women’s and 
men’s teams won the swim meet against Wright State.
Kelly
“I’ve gotten a bunch 
of friends out of the 
team. I’ve been able 
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C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  1 2 A
Part of the presentation 
involved the student athletes 
getting out of their seats and 
interacting on the basketball 
court.
“She was very energetic, very 
passionate,” senior women’s 
golfer Alex Gennicks said. “She 
had a lot of positive energy and 
a very solid speech.”
Even though Hand projected 
optimism and hope, Gennicks 
said she didn’t think the speech 
will change much.
“Most people have a certain 
mindset about alcohol and will 
still do what 
they want, 
r e g a r d l e s s , ” 
Gennicks said. 
“It will take an 
event to make 
them change. 
It won’t take a 
speech.”
F r e s h m a n 
goalkeeper Pat 
Rickman said the 
speech was very 
informative and, 
in a way, caught 
him off guard 
with some of the statistics.
The national statistic that 
stood out the most to Rickman 
was that about half a million 
students have 




majority of the 
people there, it 




“It’ll make us 
think twice 
about going out 
at night.”
Reach Will Perkins 
at sports@wkuherald.com. 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  1 2 A
Brazelton is also shooting 46 
percent from three-point range, 
which is eighth-best in the 
conference. 
Junior guard Ty Rogers said 
Brazelton brings a long list of 
strengths to the team. 
“He’s a competitor, plain 
and simple,” Rogers said. 
“Obviously he’s brought a lot 
of athleticism to this team, but 
something people may not see 
is his leadership ability. He 
goes out every time and gives 
everything he’s got. He leaves it 
all on the floor and that makes 
the game a lot of fun for the rest 
of us.”
This pervasive mentality has 
not gone unnoticed by Coach 
Darrin Horn. 
Horn said he was pleased 
with how Brazelton helped fill 
the gap during the recent three-
game stretch in which the team’s 
leading scorer, junior forward 
Courtney Lee, sat out with a 
foot injury. 
“His leadership and his 
aggressiveness are exactly the 
kinds of things we’ve been 
looking for out of him,” he said. 
“We haven’t been at full strength 
for a while, but Tyrone has 
definitely established himself 
both on offense as well as on 
defense.”
Lee’s absence, and key 
injuries to Rogers (ankle), 
freshman center Jeremy Evans 
(ankles), and sophomore forward 
Matt Maresca (shoulder) left 
Brazelton with a chance to test 
his mettle. 
Brazelton doesn’t waste 
opportunities either.  
In the three games Lee sat out, 
wins at Florida International and 
against Louisiana-Lafayette, and 
a loss at Arkansas-Little Rock, 
Brazelton shot 70 percent from 
three-point range and 54 percent 
overall while averaging 22 points 
and 30 minutes a game.  
In the flow of the team’s fast-
paced style that brought him to 
the Hill from Missouri State-
West Plains, Brazelton showed 
he can be at his best when times 
are tough.
The spotlight, however, is 
nothing new to Brazelton. 
As a National Junior College 
Athletic Association first-team 
All-America selection and the 
NJCAA Region 16 Player of the 
Year in 2005-06, Brazelton led 
Missouri State-West Plains with 
18.3 points per game and 158 
assists. 
His purpose here at Western 
does not begin and end with 
basketball. 
Dreams of playing after 
college are what drives him 
while in Topper red, but 
ambitions of being a teacher 
of the game he loves are what 
led him to pursue a degree in 
sociology.  
“It is a dream of mine to play 
at the next level,” he said. “I 
will do everything I can in my 
time here to make that dream 
come true. But I just want to 
stay involved with the game, 
coaching or playing.”
Reach Ed Lukins 
at sports@wkuherald.com.
College HeigHts HeraldJanuary 25, 2007 Page 11A
7100 Russellville Rd  ·  781-2563
Monday- Friday: 8 am- 5 pm
10% off
collision repairs to all 
Western students & 
faculty
Free estimates







of Bowling green 
2417 Russlleville Rd
Bowling Green KY 42101
 (270)782-3261
All Work Done by Students





1 & 2 bdrm. available. Ask 
about our move in specials. 
Call 320-6425
•••••••••••••••••••
Cabell Gardens Fall 2007 
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 3 bdrm., 
$250 each, parking, W/D, all 
appliances. 1504 Park St. 
270-781-9182
•••••••••••••••••••
1 Bdrm Apt at 123 East 
11th St. Includes Washer 
and Dryer. $325. 781-8307
•••••••••••••••••••
1328 Adams St., very nice, 2 
bedroom apt., $375/mo., no 
pets, lease and deposit 
required. Call 846-2397
•••••••••••••••••••
1 Bedroom, 2 Double Beds, 
1 Bath, Kitchen, Furnished, 
Studio Apartment, $325/per 
month. $200 deposit. 
782-1922.
 1 Block from Cherry Hall!
•••••••••••••••••••
1, 2 & 3 Bdrms. New 21 
Station Fitness Center and 
Business Center! Adjacent to 




The College Heights Herald screens 
ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. 
Please use caution whenanswering ads, 
especially when asked to send money or 








Call Ben or Abby.
Call 782-8282
•••••••••••••••••••
2 bdrm. apt., appliances, 
furnished, nice, clean, next 
door to WKU. Off street 
parking with security lights. 
Cable ready, no pets. 




1 BR $519; 2 BR $579
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Hardwood! Sparkling 
Pool! Now Pre-Leasing for 




The Registry. 1 Bdrm, includes 
utilities, $395/mo. Please take 




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
CELEBRITY CRUISE from 
$339! Includes Meals, Taxes, 
Exclusive Parties w/MTV 
Celebrities. Cancun, 
Acapulco, Nassau, Jamaica 
From $599! Panama City & 
Daytona from $169! Organize 
a group and travel FREE! Call 
StudentCity.com/Spring
BreakTravel.com at 





Part Time Receptionist 
position. Candidate must be 
energetic, neat in appearance, 
and have the ability to 
multi-task. Must possess good 
organizational skills, and good 
typing and computer skills. 
Job will be answering phones, 
setting up appointments, filing, 
data entry, and other general 
office tasks. Saturdays required. 




seeking WKU student 
year-round in law office. Send 
resume and transcript to Att. 
Office Manager, 607 E. 10th 
Ave., BG, KY 42101
•••••••••••••••••••
Babysitter needed in afternoons 
to help drive kids and run 
errands. Must be available by 
2:30 pm. $7/hr. 781-7736.
•••••••••••••••••••
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate 
advertised in this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin, handicapped status, families with 
children, or any intention to make such a 
preference, limitation or discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. Please notify the Fair 
Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 
1-800-558-3247 if you feel there has been 
a violation.
For Rent For Rent For Rent
City of Bowling Green
Landscape Helper (Seasonal)
Assists with maintenance of landscaped areas for the city; Installing plant 
materials according to design and maintaining areas. Operate various tools 
and equipment such as gardening tools, lawn mowers, rake, garden tiller. High 
School diploma, GED, or vocational school, with one year of landscape 
experience preferred. Starting: $7.90 - $8.90/hr.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our webiste at www.
bgky.org. Completed applications must be submitted by 4:00 pm, February 2, 2007. The City 
of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Help Wanted
4 Bedroom
 2 Bath House









I shot a short film in 
Bowling Green recently called 
“The Painter” (5 Minutes). 
It is entered into OTL Reality 
Series. We are trying to get as 
many hits as possible. 
You can go to my direct link 
and view the film http://films.
thelot.com/films/1938
•••••••••••••••••••
Guys and girls haircuts $5.00. 
Barber College of South 
Central Kentucky. 782-3261
•••••••••••••••••••
If your new to WKU, then you 
need to know about OUTER 
LOOP in the Greenwood Mall.
$20 Body Piercing, over 
10,000 pieces of body jewelry, 
Customized T-shirts in about 
30 mins, Band tees & hoodies, 
and our newest addition.....
OUTER LOOP SKATE SHOP!
www.outerloop.biz
•••••••••••••••••••
$329 for fast Free Delivery 
of American-made, deluxe 9” 
memory foam Mattress. Will 







Great benefits, fun traditions 
and playful atmosphere. Jobs 
are going fast. Apply today!
www.kygirlscoutcamps.org
Help girls grow strong, make lifelong 
friends and kayak in your free time!
Cartridge Depot
A company specializing in 
refilling and remanufacturing 
of ink cartridges and laser 
toners, is now hiring for an 
outside sales position in the 
Bowling Green area. Please 
mail resume with salary 
requirements to: 
1020 Halifax Drive Suite 104, 
Owensboro, KY 42301.
Campus Walk Apartments
Next To Froggy’s Pizza
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Completely 
Remodeled! Call for Special!
842-9478
be hot.
         be very            .






“For a majority of 
the people there, it 
really gave us some-
thing to think about. 
It’ll make us think 





Western’s men’s and women’s 
soccer teams have been granted 
the Team Academic Award by 
the National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America.
To be eligible for the award, 
teams must achieve a composite 
grade point average of 3.0 or 
better.
Several other soccer play-
ers have won awards. Junior 
Meredith Goodson was named 
to ESPN The Magazine’s All-
District first-team and was a 
third-team Academic All-
American.
Junior Chris Davies was 
also named to ESPN The 
Magazine’s Academic All-
District first-team. He and 
senior Daniel Payne were 
named to the Missouri Valley 
Conference first-team Scholar-
Athlete Team. 
“We take a lot of pride in our 
activities off the field as well as 
on,” Lady Topper coach Jason 
Neidell said. “We constantly 
remind them that they’re here to 
get an education.”
Softball awards
Two softball players were 
named to the preseason All-Sun 
Belt Conference team.
Sophomore pitcher Ryan 
Rogge from Orange Park, Fla., 
and Louisville senior outfielder 
Alana Towns were two of the 
11 players chosen.
Towns, one of two seniors 
on the team, holds the school 
record for triples in a season with 
five. In 2005, she was named to 
the Sun Belt Conference All-
Tournament team. Rogge had a 
5-7 record last year and pitched 
the third no-hitter in Western 
history. 
– Chris Acree 
Shannon L. Zirkle/ Herald
Tyrone Brazelton, a junior from Park Forest, Ill., collected 17 points as the leading scorer 
in Sunday’s win over New Orleans.  As a National Junior College Athletic Association 
first-team All-America selection and the NJCAA Region 16 Player of the Year in 2005-06, 
Brazelton led Missouri State-West Plains with 18.3 points per game and 158 assists. 
SportS
 College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University • Thursday, January 25, 2007 • Page 12A
Notable
•Freshman point guard Tyrone 
Brazelton has started every game 
for  the Toppers this season. He 
leads the team with 84 assists and is 
second in scoring with 12.4 ppg.
      Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com
Photo editor Sarah Wright:
photo@wkuherald.com
Contact:
2 locations: Next to the Registry (Old Morgantown Rd.)
& Behind Happy Inn  (State Street)
At WKU, It’s UTS!
Prices








































By Da v i D Ha r t e n
Herald reporter
For the Lady Toppers, a risk 
equaled a reward last night.
Despite playing the entire 
second half with four fouls, 
sophomore guard Brianne 
Brown made two free throws 
in the final seconds of the game 
to seal the Lady Toppers’ 64-59 
victory over Arkansas State last 
night in Jonesboro, Ark.
“We played with some urgen-
cy,” Coach Mary Taylor Cowles 
said. “It carried over from the 
Arkansas-Little 
Rock game. I 
was very pleased 
with the way 
we executed our 




State), and we 
played 40 min-
utes of pressure.”
With the win, Western (13-
5, 7-2 Sun Belt East Division) 
snapped a 
t h r e e - g a m e 
losing streak 
at Arkansas 
State (14-7, 7-3 
Sun Belt West 
Division).
The Lady 
Toppers held an 
11-point lead 
with 8:51 left 
in the first half, but the Lady 
Indians were able to slim it to 
30-25 by halftime. 
Despite also playing with four 
fouls in the second half, junior 
forward Crystal Kelly finished 
with 26 points. Sophomore for-
ward Dominique Duck scored 
17 points in the victory. 
“As a team, we played great,” 
Kelly said. “(Arkansas State) 
would be trying to double- and 
triple-team me and the team 
would be there to help out. 
Dominique stepped up, and it 
was a great team effort.” 
The game was close through-
out, with the lead changing 
hands six times.
The Lady Toppers were 
able to hustle the victory out 
thanks to a Brown steal that 
lead to a Duck layup and a 
59-56 lead with two minutes 
remaining.
A minute later, senior guard 
Tifany Zaragoza rebounded 
a missed free throw by Kelly 
and kept the ball in Western’s 
favor. Zaragoza passed it off 
to Brown, who was fouled and 
sealed the win with the two free 
throws. 
Western will next travel to 
Denver for a showdown at 5 
p.m. on Saturday.
The Lady Pioneers are unde-
feated at home, and hold an 
11-7 overall record with a 6-3 
record in the Sun Belt West 
Division.
Reach David Harten 
at sports@wkuherald.com. 
Brown’s free throws overcome fouls in Lady Tops’ win
By Wi l l Pe r k i n s
Herald reporter
NCAA public speaker Gail Hand met with 
Western student athletes in Diddle Arena 
Tuesday evening, giving her speech “Taming 
the Brew” in three separate sessions. 
Student athletes were divided into sessions 
of men, women and the 
football team.   
Hand’s program cov-
ers topics such as social 
pressures and health 
risks, as well as helping 
students gain perspec-
tive about drinking to 
relieve stress and find-
ing a sense of humor 
during tough times, 
according to her Web 
site.
Pam Herriford, asso-
ciate director of athletics, 
said each session lasted 
40 minutes and was 
based on a Powerpoint 
presentation.
As well as adhering 
to the slideshow, Hand 
made the experience 
interactive, Herriford 
said.
“(Hand) is the type 
of person who will ask a question and expect 
responses,” Herriford said.
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By eD lu k i n s
Herald reporter
Tyrone Brazelton, the Toppers’ 5-foot-11, 
170-pound floor general, is not one to waste. 
Whether it was honed on the playgrounds of 
Chicago or born out of his innate desire to win, 
resilience is a characteristic the junior point 
guard wasted no time demonstrating once he got 
to the Hill.
“Tough,” he said, when asked to describe 
himself as a player. 
His mindset when he steps on the court is just 
as self-assured.  
“Winning, and I have no friends,” he said. “I 
take no prisoners.”   
Brazelton has started every game this season 
for the Toppers, who are 15-6 and stand atop the 
East Division of the Sun Belt Conference with a 
record of 7-2. 
He is second on the team in scoring (12.4 
points per game), points scored (260), minutes 
played (24.8 per game) and leads the team with 
84 assists. His four assists per game ranks third 
in the conference, while his 1.33 assist/turnover 
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By an D r e W ro B i n s o n
Herald reporter
When senior Guy Simmons and 10 other 
seniors walk into the Bill Powell Natatorium for 
the last home match at 1 p.m. Saturday, they’ll 
be holding a special place with Coach Bruce 
Marchionda. 
The meet will also mean something for 
Simmons.
“It’s my last dual meet that my friends can 
come watch,” Simmons said. “My family can 
come down, too.”
Marchionda recruited this class in his first 
year on the staff, and they are the first class he 
has seen go all the way through the program.
“It makes it a little bit special to go through 
the four years with them,” Marchionda said.
The Toppers (7-0) and Lady Toppers (6-1) 
host in-state foe Louisville Saturday.  Both 
Western teams are coming off a sweep of Wright 
State Saturday. 
Gail Hand
u Began her stand-
up career in 1981 
and has since toured 
over 200 compa-
nies, universities 
and colleges in the 
United States and 
Canada
u A certified 
Laughter Leader with 
the World Laughter 
Tour
u Quoted in 
Women’s Health and 
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Junior forward Crystal Kelly fights past New Orleans junior forward Andrea 
Williams during Western’s 76-52 win on Saturday. Kelly ranks second in the 
nation in scoring with an average of 23.7 points per game.
By Da v i D Ha r t e n
Herald reporter
Death, taxes and a full stat sheet from 
Crystal Kelly are three things that are cer-
tain in life.
Kelly’s career averages of 19 points and 
nine rebounds have led the team in both of 
her two full seasons.
She has shown her vitality again this 
season, ranking second in the nation in scor-
ing at 23.7 per game through last night’s 
contest. She trails only Western Michigan’s 
Carrie Moore, who averages 25.5 points per 
game.
“I think we had an idea that she was All-
American material,” Coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles said. “But I think she’s still improv-
ing and I don’t think we’ve seen her best. 
I think we still haven’t seen the complete 
Crystal Kelly.”
A Louisville native, the 2004 Kentucky 
Miss Basketball earned Sun Belt Freshman 
of the Year honors and a spot on the All-
Sun Belt first team her first season with 
Western.
Kelly followed that season up with 20 
point, eight rebound averages as a sopho-
more and has been the catalyst for the Lady 
Toppers this season. 
Can’t miss Kelly
“I was very pleased 
with the way we 
executed our game 
plan.”
— Mary Taylor Cowles
 Coach
All-American is ‘go-to player’
S e e  K e l l y ,  p a g e  1 0 a
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•The Ransdells’ Labradors 
have brains about the size of 
an orange, according to the 
dogs’ veterinarian.
      Diversions editor A. Layne Stackhouse:
features@wkuherald.com
Assistant photo editor Trevor Frey:
photo@wkuherald.com
Contact:Notable
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of Spirit and Topper
By Co r e y Pa u l
Herald reporter
Lots of Ransdell feet have 
trotted on the Hill in the last 
decade.
Students still at Western 
may have had class with sons 
Matthew, who graduated last 
year, and Patrick, who gradu-
ated in 2002.
Some may have even 
attended a dinner with 
President Gary Ransdell and 
his wife Julie.
But few students have an 
intimate relationship with two 
other treasured members of 
the Ransdell family.
They’re Topper, 7, and 
Spirit, 2, and they’re labradors.
Labradors are intelligent, 
but their brains are about 
the size of a large orange, 
said Dr. Jerry Smith, Topper 
and Spirit’s veterinarian. 
Labradors can’t talk; so aside 
from their names, Topper 
and Spirit have few means 
to honor the university that 
pays their master, which thus, 
indirectly funds their Kibble 
supply. 
But to Ransdell, the dogs 
are an expression of his com-
mitment to Western and an 
important public relations tool.
“Our entire family centers 
around WKU, including our 
dogs,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell talks about Topper 
and Spirit in some speeches, 
and they’re emphatically men-
tioned in Ransdell’s biography 
on Western’s Web site.
Administrators humanize 
themselves by talking about 
their pets to their audience, 
which makes them seem 
accessible, said Ken Payne, an 
assistant professor of public 
relations.
The technique has worked 
for others, including U.S. 
presidents.
Richard Nixon’s “Checkers 
Speech,” delivered at 
the Republican National 
Convention in 1952, was one 
of his most famous.
Then-Sen. Nixon defended 
himself against accusations 
of accepting illegal campaign 
contributions. He admitted 
accepting just one contribu-
tion — his cocker spaniel, 
Checkers. America apparently 
approved, as Nixon won the 
vice presidential nomination.
 President George W. 
Bush’s dogs, Barney and Miss 
Beazely, have their own Web 
site on whitehouse.gov.
They made their way into 
politics, too.
Last October, The 
Washington Post’s Bob
By Mi C h a e l ha l l
Herald reporter
The thick, smoky air of 
The Brewing Company pulsed 
with excitement Tuesday night. 
Bartenders served free alcoholic 
drinks in anticipation of the 
arrival of Bowling Green’s latest 
celebrity visitors.
Arriving a fashionable hour 
and 45 minutes late, two cast 
members from MTV’s “The 
Real World,” Randy Barry from 
“The Real World: San Diego” 
and Syrus Yarbrough from “The 
Real World: Boston,” breezed 
in at about 12:30 a.m. with an 
entourage of screeching fans. 
The two “Real World” veter-
ans spent their time in the VIP 
lounge and sipped casually on 
vodka sodas while chatting with 
admirers and bar-hoppers.
Though such camaraderie 
seemed typical in a  college bar, 
for these guys, it was just anoth-
er day at work.
“For me, it’s just part of the 
job,” 27-year-old Barry said.
The two seemed to hit 
it off with fans right away 
earlier that day at Western 
Place Apartments. Barry and 
Yarbrough visited the complex 
to promote Place Properties, the 
company that owns it. 
“These guys are really 
cool,” said Sara Stephens, busi-
ness manger of Western Place. 
“They’re extremely approachable 
and are just here to hang out.”
Usually appearing in college 
towns, Yarbrough and Barry 
have traveled with other cast 
members on tour contracts since 
the end of their shows.
“We’ve done a lot of promo-
tional tours for a lot of compa-
nies,” Barry explained, after tak-
ing a break from an intense foos-
ball tournament at the Western 
Place clubhouse.
Their Place Properties tour 
has about four more stops to 
make.
In spite of constant travel, 
both seemed happy with roaming 
careers.
 “We don’t really get to see 
much of each other outside of 
S e e  M a S t e r ,  p a g e  2 B
I’m not a fan of hindsight.
It never helps you until you’ve already 
screwed up. It lends itself to know-it-alls who 
want to question your actions.
And because of it, I often find myself the 
perpetrator of comical events that spawn the 
phrase, “What were you thinking, anyway?”
My usual response is, “It seemed right at the 
time.” But that’s the thing about hindsight. It 
never helps you when you need it.
Once, I kicked in my door after I locked 
myself out. In hindsight, I realized I should’ve 
checked my pocket for my house key which I 
had the whole time.
Once, on a very cold night, I left a party 
and walked 12 blocks in the wrong direction. 
In hindsight, I realize I probably should’ve just 
crashed on the couch like my friends suggested.
The beat goes on.
But the worst thing about hindsight is the 
way it steals the attention from the king of all 
forms of sight: X-ray vision’s hotter, older 
brother, foresight.
It was at Puerto’s one night when I realized 
that if I could harness the power of foresight, 
I’d be unstoppable. 
You never know when genius will strike.
I decided to run now with the column I was 
planning on being my farewell in May. It was 
to be the typical “these are the things I’ll miss 
about my life at Western” hoodie-doo. But, that 
would be the miserable voice of hindsight whin-
ing in the days prior to graduation.
Instead of passively utilizing the privileges 
I’ve gained in my four years at Western, I’m 
going to roll around in them until it gets boring.
I’m going to use the network I’ve developed 
to find an awesome job near the coast.
I’m going to get all the free drinks I can at 
my favorite bars, free dessert at all the restau-
rants where my friends serve and discounts on 
clothes at all my favorite stores. 
I’m going to utilize shortcuts to all my desti-
nations even when I’m not late.
I’m going to enjoy the things that have been 
four years in the making so that, in May, I have 
no waste of clout to regret. I advise you to do 
the same.
Because once you relocate to a new, exciting 
city, the journey back to VIP will start at who.R.U.
You won’t find me sitting in my cap and 
oversized gown pining away for all the things 
I’ll miss.
I’ve developed this thing that even the Bionic 
Man would be envious of, and it’s better than 
20/20.
Joey Leslie is a senior news/editorial journalism 
major from Pikeville. He can be reached at fea-
tures@wkuherald.com.
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Dana Rieber/Herald
Owensboro junior Nathan Smeathers (bottom left) and Clay Harned, a Western alumnus from Lebanon 
Junction, toast with Randy Barry, a cast member from MTV’s “The Real World: San Diego” at the Brewing 
Company while Andrea Hughs, a Henderson County resident, Allison Davenport, a senior from Lebanon, 
Tenn., and Meredith Sharp, a senior from Fairview, Tenn., mingle in the background.
Dana Rieber/Herald 
      Making a routine repair, Steven Stewart, 27, of Longwood, Fla., welds from the 
bed of a dump truck as the sun sets over Park Street. Stewart was en route to Missouri 
to provide assistance in the aftermath of an ice storm along with two other members of 
BLG Disaster Relief Services. They stopped in Bowling Green to visit their boss’ relative 
while waiting for the ground to thaw. BLG started out by providing relief along the banks 
of Louisiana in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, where members experienced the worst 
sights they had ever seen.
      “The work is hard, it’s long hours,” he said. “But you kind of just take it with a grain 
of salt and push through.”
Two formers Real Worlders stretch reality show fame with campus tours








Year, city he was 








Year, city he was on 
show: 1997, Boston 
Famous for: Clothing 
line for celebrities
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Woodward quoted Bush on “60 
Minutes” as saying “I will not 
withdraw [from Iraq] even if 
Laura and Barney are the only 
ones supporting me,” to key 
Republicans.
Ransdell’s dogs usually just 
come up in speeches when he 
is introducing himself, such as 
the MASTER Plan convocation 
in August.
Payne said another effective 
public relations tool Ransdell 
uses is visually representing 
his commitment to Western by 
wearing his Western lapel pin or 
Western colors.
The Ransdells visually repre-
sent their passion for pups, too.
Several pieces of dog art dec-
orate the Ransdells’ home.
A black lab illustration is 
centered in the “Welcome” sign 
on a column of the Ransdells’ 
home.
Topper’s work, ravaged ten-
nis balls, sit on the driveway and 
the steps.
Julie and friend Ann Allen 
walk the dogs at 6:30 weekday 
mornings during the winter and 
at 6:00 a.m. in the summer. 
They’ve kept it up for eight 
years, in the course of which 
Julie sprained her 
ankle twice.
Topper has 
arthritis, so now 
she usually walks 
only on the 
weekends. Gary 
Ransdell walks on 
the weekends, too.
Sometimes the 
dogs mingle with 
students on the 
way to class. Julie 
said she knows 
some of the regular 
passers-by’s names 
by the end of each semester. 
Monday, Julie and Allen 
walked a three-mile route around 
campus and up and down the 
stairs in front of the fine arts 
center. Matthew Ransdell’s 
Rhodesian Ridgeback, Tsavo, 
who’s staying with the Ransdells, 
walked with Spirit.
Topper and Spirit aren’t 
the first of the Ransdells’ pets 
named after Gary Ransdell’s 
places of employment. Their 
cats are named after the mas-
cots of Clemson University 
and Southern Methodist 
University.
But Topper and Spirit are 
the only Ransdell 
pets named after 
Western.
Despite the 
honor, the dogs 
aren’t always well 
behaved. They 
splash in the foun-
tain in the Ransdells’ 
front yard. They 
jump on the couch. 
Topper barks at the 
mailman. 
Ransdell said he 
plays the role of 
disciplinarian of the 
dogs, and Julie usually feeds 
them.
Julie agreed the dogs shed 
a human light on Ransdell and 
offered insight into the mute 
dogs’ perspectives.
“The dogs are far less 
impressed with his title than 
other people,” she said.
Reach Corey Paul 
at features@wkuherald.com.
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Master
Western students train 
for wilderness rescue
By Wi l l Cr a v e n s
Herald reporter
Frankfort junior Molly 
McKee tested her rescue skills 
Jan. 18 during a mock logging 
accident in the woods at Lost 
River Cave.
“On a hill off the trail, 
four people were laying 
under a tree that had fallen 
on them,” she said. “One 
guy was bleeding so I put 
on gloves and stabilized his 
head in case there was a 
spinal injury. I was part of 
the first team on the scene. I 
knew it was fake, but it was 
totally an adrenaline rush.”
She was one of 16 students 
enrolled in a Wilderness First 
Responder course that Western 
offered as part of the univer-
sity’s Division of Extended 
Learning and Outreach.
The course was taught by 
Matt May, a firefighter from 
Bloomington, Ind., and a 
Stonehearth Open Learning 
Opportunities instructor. 
SOLO is a school dedicat-
ed to teaching wilderness and 
emergency medicine courses. 
It is staffed by instructors who 
are healthcare providers on 
mountain rescue teams, fire 




Steve Spencer and Assistant 
Recreation Professor Bruce 
Larson also helped teach the 
class.  
The course requires the 
completion of 80 hours over 
about nine days, giving stu-
dents the knowledge needed 
to deal with crises in remote 
settings, Spencer said. 
The curriculum emphasizes 
assessing critical situations 
and using every resource to 
provide adequate care until a 
patient can be transported to a 
medical facility. 
“They learn how to provide 
emergency care in the back-
country,” Spencer said. 
Students learned how to 
apply the Patient Assessment 
System, which covers how to 
assess injuries, including those 
to the head and spine, how to 
check vital signs and how to 
recognize heat-related illnesses 
and hypothermia, McKee said. 
The course focused on 
care in wilderness settings, so 
understanding and assessing 
the environment for potential 
difficulties in providing care 
was especially stressed.
“I had an amazing time,” 
McKee said. “I’ve never 
learned so much in one class in 
such a short amount of time.” 
The mock rescue mission 
at Lost River Cave was one 
of many practical exams and 
scenarios designed to provide 
hands-on experience to supple-
ment the lecture part of the 
course, Spencer said.
“It puts them in a situation 
where they have to perform,” 
Spencer said.
Students who complete 
the course receive a SOLO 
Wilderness First Responder 
card and an American Heart 
Association Adult Heartsaver 
CPR card.  
However, not everyone 
passes. The course requires 100 
percent participation for certifi-
cation. Students must complete 
all aspects of the course to gain 
the knowledge and skills nec-
essary to provide professional 
care, Spencer said.
Anyone can take the course 
and there are no prerequisites 
or previous training required. 
It would be ideal for those 
interested in the recreation 
field and outdoor activities, 
Spencer said.
Louisville senior Jennifer 
Leitner said it’s a great course 
for recreation majors.  
“Being in the wilderness 
already, they would be able to 
take care of a situation with 
their friends if something hap-
pened,” Leitner said.
The course was offered as 
an elective for the recreation 
administration program for 
the second consecutive winter 
term. The department plans on 
offering it again next winter, 
Spencer said.
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Julie Ransdell, wife of President Gary Ransdell, watches TV with her dogs: Topper, an 8-
year-old black lab, and Spirit, a 2-year-old yellow lab. “Gary and I, we’re both dog people,” 
Ransdell said.  The Ransdells have always had dogs, most of which have been named after 
mascots.
“The dogs 
are far less 
impressed with 
his (Ransdell’s) 
title than other 
people.”
—  Julie Ransdell
 Dog owner
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Every tale has a twist; every life has a passion. What’s your story?
Austin Blair
What’s your favorite 
movie? “B-RAD The Pirate 
II” (a movie he produced).
Who’s your favorite pro-
ducer? Brian Grazer.
What is your life motto? 
“You never reach your full 





Artist to bring edge, 
humor to downtown
By He a t H e r ry a n
Herald reporter
Living one’s dream is some-
thing many on the Hill hope 
to accomplish one day. For 
Bloomfield junior Austin Blair, 
that day is today.
Blair has wanted to be a 
filmmaker ever since he used 
his mom’s home camcorder to 
make skateboarding movies 
when he was 8 years old.
“Austin could take a handi-
cam and make anything look 
good,” said Roy Lee Wigginton, 
Blair’s high school friend.
Through friends and sheer 
luck, Blair has been able to climb 
the ladder in film production.
When he was in high school, 
his friend dated the daughter of 
Craig Sterns, a production design-
er. Sterns showed Blair what 
Hollywood business was like.
“He opened me up to that 
world,” Blair said. “From that 
moment on, I wanted to make a 
film career and move to L.A.”
His senior year he worked for 
the local television station, PLG-
TV, and got a job as a personal 
assistant on his first film, “St. 
Joseph’s Triumph of Faith,” a 
documentary by John Coulter.
After high school, Blair got 
a job as a grip intern on the 
movie, “How You Look to Me,” 
produced by Bruce Romans.
“I worked on all the equip-
ment around set,” he said.
While Blair was filming 
Romans’ movie, he went to 
the “King Arthur” premiere in 
Bardstown, where he met Jerry 
Bruckheimer.
Bruckheimer is a pro-
ducer whose resume includes 
such films as “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” and “Armageddon,” 
as well as the famous televi-
sion show “CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation.”
When Blair got to Western 
he took a job at WBKO-TV, 
where he met Joe McKinney, a 
fellow student.
“I saw him at WBKO, but we 
really got to know each other 
through our BCOM (broadcast-
ing) classes,” McKinney said. 
“That’s where we realized we 
shared so many of the same 
interests.”
At Western, Blair entered the 
annual short film festival twice, 
winning once. At that point, he 
began to see what direction he 
wanted his career to go.
“Working at WBKO made 
me realize I didn’t want to do 
news,” Blair said. “There was no 
room for creativity. I wanted to 
make films the way I wanted.”
In May 2006, Blair and 
McKinney began their own pro-
duction company, Allied Media.
“We named it Allied 
because there was a big com-
pany in Louisville named Axis 
Entertainment and we thought 
it would be fun competition, 
like the allies versus the axis in 
World War II,” Blair said.
Together they have made a 
name for themselves by advertis-
ing in the phone book and doing 
work for weddings, oil compa-
nies and yes, Bruckheimer.
Bruckheimer had Blair and 
his crew film an employee 
retreat at his Bloomfield home 
in November.
These days, Blair’s dreams 
of being a high-profile producer 
in Hollywood have changed a 
bit.  He said he wants to stay 
relatively close to home and 
family, while also building up 
his company with McKinney.
“We hope to have a cou-
ple of branches, maybe one in 
Louisville or Lexington and one 
here or in Nashville,” Blair said.
Blair said he loves being his 
own boss and doing what he 
wants to do. He said he never 
thought he would own a busi-
ness while in college.
Reach Heather Ryan 
at features@wkuherald.com.
By Je n n i f e r Do o p e r
Herald reporter
The Dead Milkmen haven’t 
been buried yet.  
Joe Jack Talcum, a former 
guitarist and occasional vocal-
ist for the Dead Milkmen, will 
perform tomorrow night at the 
Capitol Arts Center.
The Dead Milkmen were a 
top underground punk band in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. 
They are most known for the 
song “Punk Rock Girl.”  Other 
songs include “Instant Club Hit” 
and “Big Time Operator.” 
The artist is expected to 
bring folksy comedy to Bowling 
Green as he performs his own 
take on old songs, in addition to 
recent material.
Student Activities 
Coordinator Azurdee Garland 
said she expects a positive turn-
out for the first show of the 
Campus Activities Board’s con-
cert series of 2007.
“It’s a neat way to kick off 
the semester concert series,” she 
said. “It’s something different 
to do.”
Tickets cost $5.  
Kim Wagner, programming 
and education director at the 
arts Center, expects an audience 
of 100 to 150 peo-
ple.
The show is a 
sideshow, which 
means that both 
the performer and 
the audience are on 
the stage. This set 
up will allow the 
audience members 
to become part of 
the performance.
“Talcum has a great history, 
a cult following,” she said. “His 
past with the Dead Milkmen 
gives him an edge.”
Lifelong fan Brandon Harrod 
is excited about the show.
“He’s got his own brand of 
humor that he brings into the 
song,” Harrod said.
Talcum’s signature solo 
songs include “Honey Jar” and 
“Autumn Leaves.”
Harrod and his band, Brandon 
Harrod and the Moustache Men, 
will open for Talcum along with 
Save Macaulay the Band.
Matt Pfeffercorn, manager 
at Great Escape 
Records, is also 




away from what 
they did as a 
band, but he still 
has a nice edge 
to it that the Dead 
Milkmen had,” he said.
Harrod, an intern at the 
Capitol Arts Center, helped 
bring Talcum to Bowling 
Green.  
“I’d like to see people come 
out.  There’s always great stuff 
to do, but it’s not always easy to 
find it,” Harrod said.
Reach Jennifer Dooper 
at news@wkuherald.com.
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these things, so it gives us a 
chance to meet cast members 
from other series,” Barry said. 
“Plus we get to see a lot of the 
country and meet a lot of really 
interesting people.”
Both were confident and 
casual around the many people 
they met throughout their visit.
“The more you travel around, 
the easier it becomes to just 
approach a lot of strangers,” 
said the 35-year-old Yarbrough, 
from Los Angeles. “It’s nice 
just going around and social-
izing, and most colleges are 
fairly cool.”
Espousing compliments 
for both the state of Kentucky 
as well as Western’s campus, 
Yarbrough said, “I love it here. 
The Midwest keeps me alive!”
Though the afternoon 
event was small, Barry and 
Yarbrough’s appearance at The 
Brewing Company, a bar on 
the square downtown, received 
more attention.
Contacted by the bar in 
response to their promotional 
tour, Barry and Yarbrough 
eagerly jumped at the opportu-
nity to check out the Bowling 
Green nightlife.
“We’re pretty much every-
day people that like to party,” 
Barry said, as he fought off a 
throng of women. “We’re really 
not that special.”
Yarbrough, wearing a black 
and silver T-shirt with his name 
emblazoned on the back, would 
disagree, he said. 
“I really wouldn’t say that 
we’re that different since the 
show, but it has definitely had 
an impact on our lives. No mat-
ter where I go, I get recog-
nized,” Yarbrough said. 
Despite their reputations, 
both seemed down to earth and 
accustomed to their careers as 
college-touring celebrities.
“When it comes down to 
it, they’re just really laid-back 
guys,” said Lindsay Locasto, 
a junior from Evansville, Ind. 
“They’re just here to party.”
 
Reach Michael Hall 
at features@wkuherald.com.
Real
“Talcum has a 
great history, a 
cult following.” 
— Kim Wagner
Programming and education 
director
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Artist hones skill to ‘T’ 
University Senate to discuss 
plus/minus grading system
By St e p h a n i e Ke e n e
Herald reporter
When Nashville senior Sam 
Braden, 22, painted his first pic-
ture — a portrait of R&B singer 
Aaliyah — in high school, he 
didn’t realize that one day paint-
ing would lead to his career 
aspirations. 
Braden has always been 
interested in art and realized 
he had the talent to become an 
artist at the age of seven. Now 
Braden has broadened his art to 
paintings exhibited in galleries 
to T-shirts.
After graduating from 
Crayolas and Magic Markers, 
Braden realized his ideal medi-
um was acrylic paint. Through 
the years, Braden has painted 
about 50 paintings on canvas.
Canvas paintings aren’t his 
only love, though. About three 
years ago, Braden saw a painted 
shirt in a clothing store and real-
ized he could do the same thing 
for a much cheaper price.
“Everything you see around 
you is art,” he said.
With an eye for life’s aes-
thetics, Braden began painting 
shirts that conveyed his emo-
tions and the people and culture 
he saw around him.
Several of his paintings have 
been displayed at museums and 
art exhibits in the Nashville and 
Bowling Green community. His 
work was shown at the Parthenon 
Museum in Centennial Park in 
Nashville, he said. 
He one day hopes to have 
his work displayed in his own 
art gallery and his own cloth-
ing line, which he plans to 
title Ananta—a Hindu word he 
found in a book which means 
“infinite, without end.” 
Currently he calls the shirts 
he paints BLAK—Built to Last 
in All Conditions.
Braden’s girlfriend, Bowling 
Green junior Pauletha Butts, 
feels his talent and artistic ability 
will take him very far in life.
When she first met Braden, 
he wore a shirt he painted of 
iconic rapper Notorious BIG, 
and she was amazed.
“I’ve never seen or met an 
artist before,” Butts said. “To 
watch and see him put forth the 
effort to create is amazing. It’s 
something I could never do.”
Dubbed an urban artist 
by several Western students, 
Braden has steadily gained a 
supporting fan base. 
A close friend, Nashville 
senior Maurice Matthews, con-
siders Braden one of the best 
artists out there.
“Sam’s art is very diverse in 
every aspect,” he said. “It can 
relate to everybody. It relates 
to the culture manifested at that 
time.”
Braden has become known 
by students for his shirts with 
paintings of hip hop celebrities, 
and urban culture reflections.
“I like to paint things that 
represent things, but with a hid-
den message,” Braden said. “I 
like to paint things people don’t 
always portray as positive.”
 
Reach Stephanie Keene 
at features@wkuherald.com.
Kellie Manier/Herald
Nashville senior Sam Braden started painting when he was 17 years old and said he gets 
ideas from history, because he is a history minor, as well as music and movies. “I’m not 
the most creative person, but I know I’m talented,” Braden said.  
By Su S i e La u n
Herald reporter
While students are just begin-
ning to open their books, some 
University Senate members are 
already working on starting the 
semester off right.
Assistant History Professor 
Andrew McMichael said the 
academic quality committee 
will work on plus/minus grad-
ing this semester.
The senate will discuss plus/
minus grading in February and 
maybe March to see what it 
wants to recommend to the uni-
versity.
Plus/minus grading has been 
used in a pilot program since 
fall 2004, according to Herald 
archives. 
Western officials will decide 
what step they’ll take next.
McMichael said the initial 
numbers from plus/minus grad-
ing indicate there’s no effect on 
student’s grades, which he said 
is a good thing.
“Plus/minus grad-
ing helps students 
who would be on the 
high end,” he said.
He said results are 
mixed for students on 
the low end, but he 
has faith in Western 
students.
“It will encourage 
students to work harder,” he 
said.
McMichael said the commit-
tee will also start initial work to 
revise the student code of con-
duct to make it more clear.
Many of the items the sen-
ate wanted to accomplish are 
already moving forward, Vice 
Chair John All said.
Those things include plus/
minus grading, retirement, park-
ing and trying to 
improve academic 
quality. 
“We’re a good 
university, but 




Robert Dietle said 
he’s not a lead-
ing member of the senate but 
he’ll spend his semester lis-
tening and finding out what’s 
important to his fellow faculty 
members.
Reach Susie Laun 
at news@wkuherald.com.
“We’re a good 
university, but 
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Western to host 
LEGO competition
New sidewalks in the works
By NiNa BoskeN aNd 
elizaBeth Worster
Herald reporters
In the 1970s, tie-dyed shirts 
and bell-bottomed jeans were the 
trends, along with driving every-
where.
Hence, sidewalk construction 
became nearly nonexistent, City 
Manager Kevin DeFebbo said.
Now, walking is becoming 
popular again.
There is a demand for more 
sidewalks in Bowling Green, 
shown through focus groups and 
surveys, DeFebbo said.
The city commission is look-
ing into some options to satisfy 
this need, DeFebbo said.
Bowling Green needs 68 miles 
of sidewalk, which would cost 
$29 million, DeFebbo said.
 The city is trying to find ways 
to get money to complete the 
project, including grants from the 
state, city reserves and bidding.
The 2005-06 commission 
committed money for sidewalk 
construction.
City Commissioner Brian 
“Slim” Nash said the city now 
has $200,000 toward the project, 
but that’s not enough to cover 
the cost.
Public Works Director Emmett 
L. Wood Jr. said the project 
still includes plans to build new 
sidewalks and fix old sidewalks, 
and Public Works Department 
employees have to make sure 
most major sidewalks are com-
pliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.
Wood is working on a pro-
posal to present to the city com-
mission this spring.
The department will continue 
presenting the proposal until it is 
acceptable.
Wood said the department will 
wait to present the project again 
when the public is able to give 
input.
The city has been working on 
the project for less than a year.
Public Works Inspector Joseph 
Webb went onto the streets with a 
graphical information system that 
locates problematic sidewalks.
The city will address and fix 
the problem areas.
Bowling Green has 107 miles 
of sidewalks, not including the 
sidewalks on Western’s campus.
Wood said he doesn’t expect 
the project being completed in his 
lifetime. It depends on the amount 
of money the city can get and 
what needs to be accomplish.
“You have one problem and 
fixed it; you have helped overall,” 
Webb said.
Reach the reporters 
at news@wkuherald.com.
By el i z a B e t h Wo r s t e r
Herald reporter
On a wooden platform built by 
the hands of six children, Bob per-
forms tasks that have been pro-
grammed into him.
These tasks include sending a 
buckyball to a container to help 
stop cancer.
Bob gets a workout from his 
owners, who constructed him most-
ly out of black and gray LEGOs.
Children from across Kentucky 
will be at Western on Saturday for 
the FIRST LEGO League Kentucky 
State Competition.
FIRST, For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology, cosponsors the com-
petition with LEGO.
The LEGO robot competition 
will take place between 9:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in Diddle 
Arena and will include judging 
for performance and research. 
The theme for the competition 
is nanotechnology.
The FIRST LEGO League 
started in the United States in 1998 
and has been in Kentucky for four 
years. It originally took place in 
Covington at Northern Kentucky 
University. Karla Andrew, 
Western’s Water Resource Center 
project specialist, took over the 
organization at Western.
Andrew started coaching teams 
in the competition and eventually 
gave the job to her husband, Keith 
Andrew, head of the department of 
physics and astronomy. She then 
took over the entire event in her 
spare time.
Keith Andrew coaches six chil-
dren, all but one from Bowling 
Green. The team usually starts the 
season in August.
Sunday practice takes place in 
the Andrews’ garage and typically 
lasts two to four hours.
During that time, the chil-
dren must build a robot from a 
kit they receive and learn how 
to program it.
“I didn’t think they could pro-
gram, but gee, they really picked 
it up,” Keith Andrew said. “They 
picked it up right away.”
They must also learn about the 
competition’s theme each year, 
while doing online searches and 
writing a research paper.
This year, Keith Andrew and his 
team decided to perform a play to 
present their research findings.
The FIRST LEGO League is 
designed to teach children how 
to work together as a team, chal-
lenge them to work through com-
plicated tasks with their robots 
and engage them in the world of 
technology.
The program is also designed to 
teach children about current issues.
With this year’s theme, nano-
technology, Andrew’s team has 
learned how nanotechnology can 
help cancer patients.
The program also offers social 
skills and friendships. The Andrews’ 
son, 13-year-old Kevin, said he’s 
excited about working with the tech-
nology and being with his friends.
The kids were calm before 
working on the project, but became 
animated when they began.
Karla Andrew described the 
team as “squirrels on caffeine,” 
because they were excited about 
their project.
But Saturday’s event won’t 
be judged on how excited teams 
are. The judging will be based on 
team work, technical skills and the 
research presented.
There will be 29 teams from 
Kentucky competing. The winner 
from the state will go to Atlanta to 
compete in international competi-
tion against 38 other countries.
This year, teams from six states 
have the opportunity to go to Norway 
to compete in an open competition. 
The winner of Kentucky’s competi-




Louisville senior Erin Bruenderman is a nursing major and tries to maintain good health with 
daily runs at the Preston Center. “If it’s nice enough outside, I run at Preston Miller Park,” 
Bruenderman said.
Greg Barnette/Herald
(Left to right) Kris Andrew, 10, Anton Beiting, 13, Kevin Andrew, 13, Carli Hughes, 10, 
and Kateri Beiting, 9, of Bowling Green, and their robot “Bob” are getting ready to compete 
at the FIRST LEGO League Kentucky State Competition. Twenty-nine teams will compete in 
robot building and skills competition. The event will take place Saturday at Diddle Arena.
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